
 
 

 
 

Survey of Respondents Regarding GenPhilly’s Pets and Elders Event 
Executive Summary  

 
 
Introduction 
A web–based survey was conducted as a follow up to the event “Golden Years and Fury Ears: Linking 
Older Adults with Pets to Build a Better Philadelphia” sponsored by Generation Appreciation 
Philadelphia (GenPhilly) on February 23rd, 2010 at Philadelphia Senior Center.  There were two 
purposes of this survey.  The first was to solicit feedback from persons who attended the event.  The 
second was to determine if there was interest in an effort to develop a program that links animals 
and older persons.  Because of the second purpose, persons who did not attend the event, but who 
had an interest in the topic, were also allowed to respond to the survey.   77 people completed the 
survey.   
 
Results 
Because a primary goal of the event was to link the animal welfare network with the aging network, 
the first question asked how the respondent identifies themselves.  The answers were as following: 
 

 Aging network, 35 respondents, (45%) 

 Animal welfare network, 29 respondents, (38%) 

 Both networks, 9 respondents, (12%) 

 Other, 4 respondents, (5% - health care; parks/open places; unaffiliated; government) 
 
32 of the respondents to the survey (19 from the aging network, 6 from the animal welfare network, 
4 who are linked to both networks, and 3 in the “other” category) attended the event. 
 
The survey asked about interest in three types of programs that bring pets and older persons 
together.  Each of these types of programs had been suggested by one of the speakers. 
 

 The speaker from Jewish Association for Services for the Aged (JASA) in New York spoke 
about two types of programs.  First, she spoke a program being run by JASA that helps older 
persons who already have pets to keep those pets by providing various types of assistance 
including visits to veterinarians, walking dogs, delivering food, etc.   

 

 The speaker from JASA also mentioned a program that brings animals to older persons for 
“friendly visits.”  This can be especially important for elders who once had a pet but are 
currently not allowed to keep a pet in their residence, such as assisted living, nursing home 
and other types of housing for the elderly that often exclude animals. 



 

 The speaker from Philadadoptables, an organization that helps people adopt animals from 
shelters, spoke about the advantages to both pets and older persons about a program that 
would assist elders in adopting an animal from one of the city’s animal shelters. 

 
Of the respondents, 31 supported the idea of a program to assist elders who already own a pet, 30 
supported a program that would match elders and shelter animals, and 23 thought a “friendly 
visiting” program that included pets was a worthwhile project to try in Philadelphia. 
 
The respondents from the aging network were most enthusiastic about the two programs described 
by JASA (helping elders maintain existing pets and a “friendly visitor program”) while the 
respondents from the animal welfare network were more likely to support the adoption from a 
shelter program. 
 
When asked about their responses, members of the aging network reported that: 

 While most liked all three ideas, they felt the two JASA programs were more realistic goals 
given various constraints on what local agencies can and cannot do; 

 That there are real challenges that face the older persons they serve, and that often a 
companion animal offers the elder support, comfort, and a reason to be active which helps 
the elders maintain their health; 

 That a program like this could link the aging network into other networks and build 
knowledge and support that can be useful moving forward; 

 That a program which helps maintain pets can also help deal with problems that arise with 
elders who have a pet including 1)giving some of the food provided in meals-on-wheels 
programs for the elder to the pet and 2)elders who refuse to go to a hospital when needed 
because there is no one to care for the pet. 

 
Members of the animal welfare community commented that: 

 Although adopting from shelters is a major priority, many understood that constraints on the 
organizations that serve the elderly make a project like that unlikely at this time; 

 That perhaps if a project like the ones suggested by JASA were completed and successful 
that an adoption project could be a next step; 

 That they wanted to find ways to make sure that older persons and their pets are both well 
cared for. 

 
A majority of both the aging network group and the animal welfare group reported that they would 
be interested in following-up by receiving a newsletter with more information, participating in a 
listserv on this topic, and attending meetings to help design a program.   
 
Conclusion 
Given the small numbers, it is difficult to say whether the responses represent either network’s 
general opinion.  A clear pattern did emerge from the responses, however, which leads us to believe 
that the overall findings provide justification for beginning to move forward on a program that 
brings older persons and animals together.   
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